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Lincoln Historical Commission

Application to Determine the Significance of an Existing Building or Structure

Date received by Building Department:___________ Date received by Commission: __________

Property Address: _______________________________________Map and Parcel:___________

Owner of Record:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________________Tel. No.:_________________

Address of Owner:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________________________________________

Applicant (if different):___________________________________Tel. No.:_________________

Address of Applicant: ____________________________________________________________

Description and Proposed Demolition: _______________________________________________

Lot Size:______________ Square footage of existing Building or Structure:_________________

Date of Construction (source):______________________________________________________

Provide photographs of all elevations of the building or structure, as well as photographs showing any other buildings on the premises.

Provide a map showing the location of the building or structure to be demolished with reference to lot lines and to neighboring buildings and structures.

Signature of Owner: _____________________________________________________________

Action by Lincoln Historical Commission:

Determined not to be historically or architecturally significant:______________Date:_________
Determined to be historically or architecturally significant:_________________Date:_________
Determination pertains only to the building or structure’s historic/architectural evaluation. This determination is non-transferable, and it shall remain valid for a period of two (2) years from the date of the decision or until the sale of the property to a party other than the applicant, whichever comes first.

If significant, see reverse side for materials to be provided for a subsequent public hearing:

Date Materials Submitted:________________ Dates of Hearing:__________________________

Date of Report on “Preferably Preserved” Determination: ________________________(attached)

Date of Report following period of Delay: ____________________________________(attached)
Before a demolition permit can be issued by the Building Department, the Building Inspector will need verification that all other town boards that have jurisdiction over the project, such as The Planning Board, The Zoning Board of Appeals and The Conservation Commission have approved any rebuilding to be done. The Building Inspector will also require verification that water, electricity and gas, if any, have been turned off. 
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Lincoln Historical Commission

Application to Determine the Significance of an Existing Building or Structure

Guidelines for Applicants

When must I apply for a determination?  Except within local historic districts or neighborhood conservation districts, which are covered under separate jurisdictions, you must apply to the Historical Commission for a determination of significance before engaging in any actions in which at least 25 percent of the volume of a building or structure—or alternatively, 25 percent of the roof-structure—will be demolished. 

(Buildings are any combination of materials forming a shelter for persons, animals or property, and structures are other man-made combinations, such as a bridge, dam, tower, silo, monument, stone wall, fence, path or roadway; an exception to above is an emergency demolition approved by the Building Inspector.)
Who can apply for the determination?  The owner of the property can apply, or a party with a bona fide purchase and sale agreement, if the owner signs the application. 

How do I apply, and what must I do?  Fill out a separate application form (with attachments) for each building or structure, and submit it to the Building Inspector, who will review the materials and send them to the Commission within 7 days. If the application is complete, the Commission will act on the request within 45 days after it receives the materials. You will be informed of the date and time of a meeting at least 7 days before that meeting; to proceed, the applicant or an official representative must be present at the meeting to answer any questions. (If the building or structure is not determined to be significant, the Building Inspector can issue a demolition permit to the applicant during a period of two years from the date of the decision.)

What do I do if the Commission determines that it is significant? If you decide to go forward, then within 60 days of the determination, you will need to present to the Commission your demolition plan. The Commission will hold a public hearing on the proposal within 45 days of its receipt, and you or a representative will also need to attend that hearing. Your demolition plan should include 7 copies each of the following:
· Copy of Board of Assessors’ map showing the parcel

· a map or plan showing the location of the building or structure to be demolished, with reference to lot lines and to neighboring buildings and structures

· Photographs of the building or structure, including photographs of: (1) all elevations; (2) view from the street of the building or structure; (3) any other buildings on the lot; and (4) at least 2 views that place the building or structure in proximate context to neighboring buildings and structures

· A description of the building or structure

· your reasons for the demolition request, with supporting data

· Plans for your proposed restoration or building or other alterations to the site
· Signature of applicant and owner of record (if different), as well as proof of ownership.
What happens next? The Commission will review the demolition plan at the public hearing, when it may seek to explore alternative options for reaching an agreement with you. Within 30 days of the close of the public hearing, the Commission will file a report with the Building Inspector. 

· If the Commission determines that the existing building or structure is not preferably preserved: The Building Inspector may issue a demolition permit during a one-year period from the date of the report filing.
· If the Commission determines that the existing building or structure is preferably preserved: Then a demolition permit cannot be issued for the next 12 months. On or before the expiration of this 12-month delay, the owner or applicant must come before the Commission with evidence that a bona fide effort has been made to find alternatives to preserve, rehabilitate, or restore the building or structure, or has agreed to accept a demolition permit on specified conditions approved by the Commission. If the Commission determines that effort has been made and no alternatives appear possible, then the Commission will inform the Building Inspector that a demolition permit may be issued for a period of one year from that date.
Note: to preserve a historical record of Lincoln’s past, the Commission may request other documentation of the building or structure prior to demolition.
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