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Contemplated Amendment

As the Board considers whether to call for a Special Town Meeting, presumably in concert with the November 14th State of the Town Meeting, to sponsor an amendment to the Town’s Bylaws, the following background information should be helpful:

Lincoln Bylaw

· Article II Town Meeting

· Section 1. Time

· Annual Town Meeting shall be held on the Saturday before the last Monday in March in each year.

· Except that the election  … shall take place on the last Monday in March …

· However, that whenever the date for the annual Town Meeting, as hereby established, falls on the Saturday before Easter Sunday, the Annual Town Meeting shall be held on the following Saturday, although the Election and ballot questions hereinabove described shall still be held on the last Monday in March.

Sudbury Calendar

· Annual Election is the last Monday in March

· Annual Town Meeting is the first Monday in May

Lincoln-Sudbury Regional Agreement

· Requires that the members of the LSRHSC be elected by all of the voters of the Regional District voting in an annual District election to be held the last Monday in March.

· An amendment of the regional agreement would require an affirmative vote of both Towns town meetings.

It would appear that the best option, should the Board and Town decide to move forward with a Bylaw amendment to ensure that Annual Town Meeting always precedes our Annual Election, would be to leave the date of the election unchanged (i.e., always the last Monday of March) and move Annual Meeting to the weekend preceding Easter weekend (Saturday, March 19th), rather than the weekend following Easter weekend (Saturday, April 2nd), as currently required under the bylaw.   Changing the date of the Election would require changes to the L-S Regional Agreement.
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