Lincoln doesn’t have a town flag? Really? No, Lincoln doesn’t have a town flag---yet! After three
months of research and development, with input from the town, the flag committee has unveiled
seven different flag designs for town review. Now the flag committee is asking each townsperson
to express a preference (first, second and third choices) for a town flag that best expresses their
sense of and their pride in Lincoln. Votes will be collected by March 5 and the flag committee will
present a final design at Town Meeting.

The seven designs were presented at the Selectman’s meeting on February 12 and at an afternoon
public meeting on February 14 at Bemis Hall. An additional public meeting is planned for February
28 at 7:30 p.m. in Bemis Hall. Posters with the seven flag designs are on display, along with
ballots, at the library, Bemis Hall, town offices, the old town hall exchange and at the Smith and
Brooks schools. In addition, the designs are posted on the town web site www.lincolntown.org .
The Lincoln town flag will join the flags of almost 300 of Massachusetts’ cities and towns in the
State House Hall of Flags and it will be flown around town and used for ceremonial occasions.

Ballots can be put in the designated collection boxes next to the posters or mailed to the Lincoln
Historical Society, PO Box 6084, Lincoln, MA 01773.

The Lincoln Town Flag Committee was formed in November 2006 by the Selectman and is
comprised of Rob Todd, Lincoln Historical Society, Rick Wiggin, Lincoln Minute Men, Jack
MacLean, Lincoln Historic District Commission, Susan Salm, Lincoln Cultural Council, Dilla
Tingley, member-at-large, Tom Wang, member-at-large and Agnes Wiggin, Lincoln Historical
Society.

Your input is important. Please vote (one ballot per resident) by March 5.



A. Fields & Dark Skies: With two fields of
blue and two fields of green, this design
represents the natural richness of the town.
The central element of the design comes
from the seal of Lincolnshire England, after
which Chambers Russell named the town
(for the home of his forbears). It consists of
a large red Cross of St. George, with a gold
fleur-de-lis in the center, and represents the
town’s English roots. Two fields of dark
blue and two of “Lincoln Green” are similar
to a flag recently adopted by Lincolnshire
England. The green represents Lincoln’s
fields and woods, and the blue its streams, ponds and dark skies initiative.

B. Town Seal: This design incorporates
Lincoln’s Town Seal on a “Lincoln Green”
field, symbolizing Lincoln’s agricultural and
open space traditions. The Town Seal was
adopted by the town in 1897. At that time,
Lincoln’s new Town Hall (now Bemis Hall)
was only five years old, and it is depicted at
the base of a heraldic shield. Above itis a
red cross with gold fleur-de-lis, taken from
the seal of Lincoln, England. An old
chestnut tree that stood on the Town
Common (below Bemis Hall) is used as the
crest of the shield. Symbolic of Lincoln’s
long-standing appreciation of its trees and landscape, that tree was also once fondly remembered by
many Lincoln children, who played on or around it during their school recess. Behind the shield,
two crossed shepherd’s crooks reflect Lincoln’s agricultural heritage. Many towns have used their
town seals on their town flags.

C. Open Space Scene: In perhaps the least
L I NCOTULN traditional of the flag designs presented, this
free form design depicts a minuteman,
representing Lincoln’s historical heritage,
gazing toward the future over stonewalls,
fields and woods representing Lincoln’s
long tradition of preserving open space.

The image is colorful, bold and striking, and
will stand out as unique among the other
town flags at the Hall of Flags in the State
House. It will read well even when furled.
The message is that Lincoln has an
important historical heritage and a much
envied record of open-space preservation. We boldly look to the future with pride and optimism.




D. Values: This design connects Lincoln’s
past with the limitless possibilities of its
future, by depicting Lincoln’s most cherished
values in 4 quadrants connected by the
heraldic symbol of Lincoln England, for
which the town was named. The field in the
upper left contains the old Chestnut tree that
once stood on the town common, and
represents open space, manifest in the town’s
agricultural tradition, its landmark effort at
land conservation, and its continuing priority
to preserve open space into the future. In the
upper right quadrant is a citizen expressing

his opinion, representative of Lincoln’s open Town Meeting, the quintessential embodiment of
Lincoln’s participatory tradition and the symbol of working together as a community through the
process we have come to revere as “the Lincoln way.” In the lower left is a Minute Man, one of
Lincoln’s “embattled farmers” whose actions in defense of self-government started the American
Revolution, and who symbolizes the town’s enduring faith in its historic traditions. And in the
lower right is a lamp of learning, symbolizing the town’s strong embrace of education and its deep
commitment to the possibilities it represents for the future of its young people. These 4 values,
which are connected by the red Cross of St. George and gold fleur-de-lis representative of Lincoln
England, make up the collective soul of the town, and provide the compass bearings by which to

navigate the future.
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E. Green Field: The upper left canton of
this design encompasses the symbol of
Lincoln England, after which the town was
named and representing the town’s roots in
the English tradition. The remaining
dominant field is “Lincoln Green”
signifying the open space, agricultural
heritage, and landmark land conservation
programs which are so much a part of the
town’s identity.




F. Memorial Eagle: This proposal for
Lincoln’s flag depicts the bronze Eagle,
located on the Lincoln Library grounds.
The eagle is of course symbolic of the
nation, but it is also a prominent part of
Lincoln’s green landscape which we may
also associate with the library and the
town’s soaring quest for learning. Most
significantly, though, it is Lincoln’s War
Memorial. Dedicated on Armistice Day,
November 11, 1929, the eagle was
designed by Boston sculptor Fortunato
Tarquino (1893-1949), a native of Italy,
and cast by the T. F. McCann & Sons Co. of Boston. The idea of erecting a war memorial had
initially been encouraged by Lincoln’s Girl Scouts. It is the town’s official memorial, honoring “for
all time” those who have served “in their country’s defense” in all wars.




