
The Inclusion, 
Diversity, Equity, & 

Anti-racism 
Committee 

welcomes you to 
Lincoln!!!

Newcomers’ Party
January 26, 2025

Thank you to Barrett – Sotheby’s Realty 
for printing our invitations!!! 



Lincoln is on the unceded lands 
of the Wampanoag, 

Massachusett, and Nipmuc 
Nations, whose members 

continue to live, work, play, and 
thrive here.







Did you know?

The Town of Lincoln 
was established in 
1754 when the 
inhabitants of the 
“Easterly part of 
Concord and 
Southwesterly part 
of Lexington and the 
Northerly part of 
Weston” petitioned 
the Legislature to 
form a new town.







Back Row, left to right: 

• Jim Hutchinson, Select Board

• Chief Sean Kennedy, Police 

• Tim Higgins, Town Administrator

Front Row, left to right: 

• Kim Bodnar, Select Board

• Jennifer Glass, Select Board

Did you know?
Select Board = Town’s Executive Branch

3 Elected Members; 3-year terms.



“Soon after we moved to town, 
a Lincoln School newsletter 
announced that the School 
Committee needed volunteers 
for a ‘Class Size Study 
Subcommittee’ and I thought it 
would be interesting. 

It was a great experience!

The next year when there were 
openings on the School 
Committee and when someone 
asked me to run, I said yes!”

Jennifer Glass
Currently on the Select Board &         
Co-chair of the IDEA Committee

Formerly on School Committee & 
School Building Committee



Sometimes Town staff and volunteers just have fun!!!



Did you know?  

The first woman elected to the Select Board (then called the Board of 
Selectmen) was Beth Ries, who served from 1977 to 1984. 

In 2023, Kim Bodnar was the 11th woman to be elected. Selectwomen past & present



“I joined the Finance Committee first, after some 
cajoling by an existing committee member, and I 
suppose some concerns on my part about town finances 
after the school building project was defeated in 2012 - 
how would we handle subsequent project costs?!

I've served on the Finance Committee, Water 
Commission, and Select Board directly, and been the 
liaison and one point or another to most other committees in 
town.”

Jim Hutchinson
Currently on Select Board, Capital Planning Committee, 
Community Preservation Committee, and Town Meeting 
Study Committee
Formerly on Finance Committee, Green Energy Committee, 
and Water Commission



Did you know?
Town Meeting = Legislative Branch 

of Town Government

ALL voters registered in Lincoln are encouraged 

to come to the March 29, 2025, Annual 
Town Meeting to vote on budgets and 
bylaws!

Town Meeting 
Study Committee 
(TMSC) 
presentation at the 
Dec. 7, 2024, State 
of the Town 
Meeting.
The TMSC was 
appointed by the 
Select Board.

Annual Town Election 
for local elected 
officials is on Monday, 
March 31, 2025!







Did you know?

✓ The Town Clerk’s Office is responsible for:

• Conducting elections

• Attesting to the finality of town bylaws

• Keeping birth, death, and marriage records 

• Issuing dog licenses 

• Swearing in members of Town staff, boards, 
& committees 

• And so much more!

✓ It is one of the oldest positions in Town 
Government!

✓ The Town Clerk is a paid, elected position.  Each 
term is 3 years.

Valerie Fox, Town Clerk



Did you know?  There are 13 full-time police officers in Lincoln







State Senator, 
Mike BarrettPrecinct 1 State Representative, 

Carmine Gentile

Precinct 2 State Representative, 
Alice Peisch

Governor 
Maura Healey





April 19, 2025!!!



Save the Date! – June 14, 2025
Lincoln250 Fair & Feast @ the Pierce House

All are welcome!
Learn more at: 

https://www.lincolntown.org/1474/Lincoln250-Planning-Committee 

https://www.lincolntown.org/1474/Lincoln250-Planning-Committee




Did you know?

✓ The Finance Committee (FinCom) is 
made up of 7 volunteers appointed by 
the Town Moderator; members serve a  
3-year term.

✓ FinCom works with the Town’s Finance 
Director to review all financial matters, 
advise the Town, and deliver the annual 
budget at Town Meeting.

✓ The total town budget for fiscal 2025 was 
just over $49 million.

Paul Blanchfield, Chair Finance Committee
Colleen Wilkins, Director of Finance



“I first became interested in joining a town 
committee after attending a Lincoln PTO school 
picnic event. There, I [visited the IDEA table] and 
learned about the opportunities to get involved. I 
felt inspired to contribute to making a positive 
impact in my town.

I haven't served on other boards before, but I hope 
to help others contribute to Lincoln Town as a 
Lincoln Resident!

Emily (Qiong He)
IDEA Events Subcommittee

Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, & Anti-
Racism Committee (IDEA)

Up to 11 volunteer members appointed by the Select Board; 
Jennifer Glass and Rob Stringer, co-chairs



“When I moved to Lincoln this year, I wanted to get 
involved in the community and was inspired to support 
the IDEA Committee’s important work to foster a more 
equitable, inclusive, and welcoming environment for all 
residents.”

Naila Karamally
Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, & Anti-Racism Committee 
(appointed January 2025 – welcome!)



“After our July 4 parade float for 
Friends of Lincoln Library won 
first place, I was urged to run for 
election to the Library Board of 
Trustees. Wonderful experience with 

thoughtful people. Then when I was 
lassoed by a retiring School 
Committee member to run for his 
seat, I was excited to try it. I learn 
so much among earnest people 
seeking positive change for the 
students and for community.”

Susan Taylor
Lincoln School Committee
IDEA Committee
Formerly Library Trustees



“I went to a newcomers' event which in 2019 was just a very 
small gathering with only a handful of town organizations 
represented. But among these were the Democrats (LDTC). I met 
the chair and expressed my interest, she invited me for coffee 
to discuss it further, and I submitted my name for one of the 
vacant membership spots on the 2020 ballot. 

I had been on a library friends board back in California, so I 
looked on the Library website and contacted the Friends' 
president about volunteering to help with the book sales. I did 
that for about six months and then was invited onto the Friends 
board. 

Usually, I ask friends about their volunteer interests to find other 
opportunities, so by that route I started volunteering at the 
COA&HS for Senior Dining and the St. Vincent de Paul food 
pantry. 

I am also on the board of the Old Town Hall Corporation 
because a friend invited me. 

I answered an ad for the IDEA Committee because it fit with my 
professional experience and research interests from my academic 
career.”

Margaret McLaughlin

IDEA
Friends of Lincoln Library



Celebrating Juneteenth!

Lincoln Public Schools CelebrationRinging the bells to commemorate the 
hour word of the Emancipation 

Proclamation had reached all parts of 
the country.



• 7 volunteer residents appointed by 
the Select Board

• Protect and care for >2,000 acres of 
conservation land for wildlife & 
people

• Administer MA Wetlands Protection 
Act & Lincoln Wetlands Protection 
Bylaw

• Lead seasonal nature walks

• Educate the community about natural 
resources and the role of stewardship

Role of the Conservation 
Commission

Conservation@LincolnTown.org



Did you know?

The Conservation Commission has 
jurisdiction over ALL proposed construction, 
new landscaping, tree removal, and 
vegetation clearing projects within 100 feet 
of wetlands and ponds and 200 feet of a 
perennial stream. 

Questions?  Contact the Conservation 
Department at 781-259-2612.

Michele Grzenda, Conservation Director



“I joined the Zoning Board of Appeals 
in the late ’90’s and served for 8 years. As 
a real estate attorney, I thought I could 
add value, and I enjoy zoning issues. I still 
do!

After that stint, [a member of the 
Conservation Commission] kept 
asking me to volunteer for the 
Conservation Commission. I deflected 

the request several times, but in 2019 
decided I had time for board service again 
and volunteered. I felt some obligation to 
put my time and talent to use, and the 
ConCom didn’t seem like heavy lifting. 
Turns out I am now ‘lifting a lot’ but 
enjoying it!”

Susan Mygatt 

Chair, Conservation Commission



The Conservation 
Department 
welcomes 
volunteers!

• Adopt-A-Trail 

• Volunteer Park Rangers 

• Weed Warriors

• Trailhead Greeter







“I have always wanted to know 

what is going on in my community.  

My children went to a cooperative 

nursery school, so I became 

involved.  Later I was Lincoln School 

PTO President and a member of the 

2008 – 2012 School Building 

Committee.

I care about our environment, and a 

friend suggested I apply when 

there was an opening on the 

Conservation Commission.”

Laura Regrut

Conservation Commission









Board of Water Commissioners:  
3-member elected volunteer board; three-year terms.



Did you Know?
Lincoln is a “Right to Farm” 

Community

The Agricultural Commission is an                 
8-member volunteer board appointed by the 

Select Board.

Louise Bergeron, Chair



https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157752726139632&set=pb.100064842333839.-2207520000.



“I deeply care about about the unique 
rural character of Lincoln and joined 
the Agricultural Commission to help 
preserve and promote farming and 
conservation. 

Volunteering provided me with the 
opportunity to meet fellow residents 
and learn a lot from them.” 

Louise Bergeron
Chair, Agricultural Commission and Lincoln 
Dark Skies Committee



Did you know?

The Planning Board is a 5-member 
elected volunteer board.  Each 
term is for 3 years.

Land Use Planning Department:
Paula Vaugh MacKenzie, Director
Jennifer Curtin, Assistant Director



“I am interested in town 
planning, and particularly 
smalltown planning, and have 
what I guess you might call a 
planning hobby. I was on the 
Planning Board when I lived 
in other small towns. I started 
with the Zoning Board of 
Appeals (ZBA) as a way to 
ease into Lincoln.”

Margaret Olson 
Chair, Lincoln Planning Board



The Planning Board 
develops zoning policy 
and oversees the 
implementation of the 
Town’s zoning bylaws.

Did you know?



“The League of Women Voters wanted 

an observer at Finance Committee 
meetings in the early 1990s, and my wife 

volunteered me.  She handed me a 
peanut butter sandwich after work on 

Tuesdays, and I went to their meetings. 
Soon thereafter, the Moderator dropped 

by our house to appoint me to the 

committee. I’ve participated in Town 
government ever since.”

- Gary Taylor

Currently on Planning Board, 

Previously on Select Board, Housing
Commission, & Finance Committee



Did you know?

✓ Lincoln is designated by the Commonwealth as a 
“Green Community” and was recognized for our 
efforts to reduce the Town’s energy consumption!

✓ Lincoln is part of the Massachusetts “10-town 
demonstration pilot” to require all new construction 
and major renovations to use all-electric 
heating/cooling.

✓ Our Climate Action Plan can be found on the Green 
Energy Committee web page: 
http://www.lincolntown.org/137/Green-Energy-
Committee 

✓ We are working to achieve “Climate Leader” status.  
This will:

- Help us set goals to electrify buildings and 
vehicles.

- Give us access to grants to help us do that work!

http://www.lincolntown.org/137/Green-Energy-Committee
http://www.lincolntown.org/137/Green-Energy-Committee


“The reason I volunteer is 

simple - this is one way to 

connect with people in 

Lincoln, serve the people and 

community, and make it a 

better place. 

I belong to the CFREE Committee 

and and the Board of Friends of 

Council on Aging & Human 

Services (COA&HS).

I also volunteer to take minutes for 

the Community Center Building 

Committee and the Board of Water 

Commissioners, and I serve at 

Senior Dining at least once a 

month.”

- Edwin Tam
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Did you know?

Construction of a 700-Watt 
solar array at the Transfer 

Station should be complete 
by Summer 2025!



Did you know?

The Parks & Recreation Department 
offers programming for all ages!

The Parks & Recreation Committee is 
made up of 3 elected volunteers and 3 
volunteers appointed by the Select Board.  
All terms are for three years.

Parks & Recreation Director: Jessica Downing

Parks & Recreation Committee Chair, Anita Spieth



“My neighbor asked me to get involved!”

Anita Spieth
Chair, Parks & Recreation Committee





“I chose to become an elected 
town volunteer after 
volunteering to chaperone a 
Parks and Rec led session to 
Nashoba Skiing (my son got to 
attend for free if I chaperoned). 

I got to know the Director and Asst. 
Director and then when I heard that 
a member was not going to run for 
re-election, I put in my name.”

Rob Stringer 

Parks & Recreation and IDEA 
Committees









✓ Construction of the new Community 

Center is scheduled to begin in July 2025!

✓ Target Opening Date = Fall 2026!

✓ The Community Center will house:

- The Council on Aging & Human 

Services (COA&HS)

- Parks & Recreation Department (PRD)

- Lincoln Extended-day Activities 
Program (LEAP)



Did you know?

✓ The Council on Aging & 
Human Services provides 
programming and services 
for residents of all ages!

✓ It has a volunteer advisory 
Board consisting of 12 
members.

✓ The Friends of the Lincoln 
COA&HS raises funds to 
support its mission.

✓ Abigail Butt, Director



The COA&HS 
offers 
information 
translated into 
multiple 
languages!



“I was prompted to serve by how 
much I enjoyed belonging, 
feeling a part of and contributing 
to the vibrant community I found 
in Lincoln which I had learned so 
much about by participating in 
The League of Women Voters.”

Dilla Tingly
Council on Aging & Human Services 
Board
Community Center Building 
Committee

1975 Tenant Selection Committee for 
Lincoln Woods
1976 Solid Waste Disposal/Transfer 
Station Committee
1989 Planning Board









Lincoln Public Library



“Once my kids were older and I had more time, I 
was encouraged to join town government. From 
my perspective I was motivated to give back 
to the town for all that the town I felt was 
providing to us!
I served on the Finance Committee, on the Select 
Board, on the four-town Hanscom board [HATS], 
on the Capital Planning Committee, the Bemis 
Hall Building Committee, and on the School 
Building Committee (for the current building). I am 
also a Trustee of the Lincoln Public Library, and I 
worked on the town’s Comprehensive Master Plan.”
Peter Sugar
Library Board of Trustees









Pierce House Committee

5-member volunteer board appointed by the 

Select Board; 3-years terms.

Did you know?

The c. 1900 Pierce House is located 
within the Lincoln Center Historic 
District and was placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places 
in 1985.

The Pierce House Committee is 
looking for volunteers to bring 
their expertise to help us maintain 
the house and property! 

Jennifer Westlund 
Pierce House Director
westlundj@lincolntown.org
781-259-9757

mailto:westlundj@lincolntown.org


“When my kids were young, I was 
very involved with the PTA serving 

in different positions, one being vice 
president of the PTA for the Brooks 
Building (then the middle school).  I also 

served on the Recreation Committee 

and Lincoln Youth Soccer 

Committee. 

It was after my daughter got 

married at the Pierce House in 
2011 that I joined the Pierce 

House Committee because I 
loved the house and wanted to 

help keep it as an important piece 
of Lincoln’s history.” 

Anne Crosby

Pierce House Committee



“Volunteering to serve the Town was a result of 

“nature” and “nurture”.  I have lived in Lincoln 

for 65 years and raised my family here.  I went to 
Town Meeting as a teenager, and over the 
decades I witnessed my parents, neighbors, and 
friends’ parents actively participating on various 
committees and boards. 

When my “nest” emptied, I seized the opportunity 
to give back to the Town. I served on the Select 
Board, Finance Committee. Community 
Preservation Committee, Capital Planning 
Committee, and Pierce House Committee.”

Peter Braun
Pierce House Committee



Did you know?
The Lincoln Housing Commission works to 
ensure that a range of diverse housing options 
are available in town. 
The Commission:
✓ Works to preserve and/or increase housing 

that addresses such needs;
✓ Maintains Lincoln’s inventory for low- and 

moderate-income households in compliance 
with state policy;

✓ Supports town, regional, and state housing 
goals.

✓ Administers Lincoln’s town-owned rental 
housing units.

The Commission has up to 7 members 
appointed by the Select Board.
Rachel Drew & Neil Feinberg,                                        
Co-chairs Housing Commission



“[I] first ran for the School Committee because, at 

the time, there were no parents serving on the 

board.  Didn’t win, but within 3 years the whole board 

was parents.  Stayed actively involved in town 

government.

I served on the Celebrations Committee for 10 

years, 8 as Chairman before the committee’s role was 

absorbed by the Recreation Dept.  Served as Town 

Treasurer and Collector of Taxes for 4 

years.  Spearheaded successful efforts to change 
the job from volunteer to paid professional.  My 

argument?  The town didn’t want me collecting its 

taxes. I could barely balance my personal checkbook. 

Wrote a column about life and politics in Lincoln for the 

Lincoln Journal (town newspaper) for 20 years.  

Currently serve as Co-Chair of the Lincoln Housing 

Commission and member of the CPC (Community 

Preservation Act Committee).”

Neil Feinberg

Co-chair, Lincoln Housing Commission



• The Lincoln Historical Commission administers 

the town’s Demolition Delay Bylaw

• Bylaw applies to proposals to remove or demolish 
part or all of a building or structure.

• The Lincoln Historic District Commission 
administers the town's Historic District Bylaw

• Bylaw applies to proposed exterior alterations to a 
building or structure within the town's historic 
districts.

• There are over 300 buildings located 
throughout town that are in the town’s 
historic districts, ranging from the 17th century 
to the 1970s. 

Andrew Glass

Chair, Historical Commission & Historic District Commission

Did you know?













“[I volunteered because] I was asked!...and I didn't let 
the doubt over whether I was qualified or able to find 
time dissuade me. I've always found the ideals of 
service and community to be strong in Lincoln, 
starting with our experience as parents at the Lincoln 
Nursery School cooperative, where I met many other 
active volunteer parents and slowly increased my 
volunteer hours.  

Many neighbors I met were volunteers or founders of 
various local boards and committees, and when they 
asked if I could help, I was happy to do what I could to 
give back to this wonderful community.  In return, I 
met many wonderful people, learned a lot, and 
significantly increased my feeling of connection to 
Lincoln.”

Kim Rajdev
School Committee
Friends of Modern Architecture
Valley Pond





“Growing up in Lincoln, my parents 

always served on boards and 

committees. I saw how impactful their 

connections to the community, staff and 

residents, meant to all they worked with. 

When I moved back, it felt only right 

that I give back to the community. My 

work as a Girl Scout Leader, an elementary 

teacher and a Lincoln Scholarship 

Committee member has helped make this 
town feel like home. 

My volunteerism has connected me 

with amazing folks I may never have 

known otherwise.”

Carolyn Dwyer 

Lincoln Scholarship Committee (10 Years)

FELS (1 year)
Lincoln Girls Scouts (20 years)

Lincoln250 Feast



Lincoln-Hanscom Step Team



“I was asked to serve, as 

the town is always 

looking for people who 

want to volunteer their 

time, and my 

background in education 

was relevant to the post. 

Also, I saw the opportunity 

to serve as a way to not 

just give back, but to 

become better 

connected with the town, 

the schools, and the 

community.”

Jake Lehrhoff

School Committee













deCordova Museum & Sculpture Park
Trustees & Reservations



Our thanks to our community partners:
TWISTED TREE CAFÉ for donating today’s coffee &

DONELAN’S for donating the cold drinks!
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Did you know?  Codman Community Farm is owned by the Town 





Codman House, Historic New England



Farrington Nature Linc





Gropius House, 
Historic New England



St. Anne-in-the-Fields

St. Joseph’s

First Parish
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Thank you to the 
photographers!

Parks & Recreation

Sarah Bishop

Jennifer & Andrew Glass

Karen Neurath

Vivek Sable

Rob Stringer

Susan Taylor
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